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Vous verrez un philosophe moral et pratique; gay,
riant a cent lieus cle la pedanterie des not res/'l Of
the Eochefoucaulds we have already heard at Geneva.
They seem to have been at Paris during Smith's stay
there, for "from Madame d'Enville,'7 writes Dugald
Stewart, "the respectable mother of the late excellent
and much lamented Duke of Hochefoucauld, he received
many attentions which he always recollected with
particular gratitude." A story is told of another lady,
a marquise of talent and wit, who was so overcome by
his personal charms that she fell in love with him at
Abbeville, where Smith and the Duke of Buccleuch
stopped on one of their excursions from Paris. A
Captain Lloyd, who was with the party, doubtless on
a patriotic visit to the field of Crecy, told the story to
Dr. Currie, the biographer of Burns. The philosopher
could neither endure these addresses nor conceal his
embarrassment, for the reason, said Lloyd, that he was
deeply in love with an English lady who was also at
Abbeville. But Dugald Stewart only mentions an
early attachment with a lady who remained single,
and at eighty years of age still retained evident
traces of her former beauty, and adds that "after
this disappointment he laid aside all thoughts of
marr ia fije.

Susan Curchod, that " inestimable treasure" for
whom Gibbon sighed as a lover, had married Necker,
then only a successful banker, while Smith and his
party were at Toulouse. The mother of Madame de
Stael, as we learn from her first admirer, united elegant
manners and lively conversation with wit, beauty, and
erudition. No wonder then that her new home was
1 See Gfarnck Correspondence, vol. ii. pp. 549, 550.